Statement

The A.D. Sakharov Armenian Human Rights Centre addressed an application to the RA President Mr.Sargsyan where that was mentioned that realization of the internal and external policy would be more effective if our governmental and public elites would be more initiative, capable of working and responsible before the State. 

Past, present and possible future mistakes when realizing the internal and external policy of the country, to a great extent depends on the ignorant provincialism and narrow-mindedness of majority of the civil service personnel. And we have no need to recall history for examples. 

In Your recent speech directed to the Armenians of Javakhq the “Integrate but do not assimilate” postulate was voiced. 

On a large scale, it is directed to all of our compatriots, who live in Russia, USA, Western Europe, and many other countries worldwide. The same time, this postulate should serve as a fundamental principle when defining the policy of many ministries and departments, which are called to, directly or indirectly, not to allow assimilation of our compatriots. 

This problem is of a strategic nature and does not have a short-term solution. The Armenian Diaspora is the only trustworthy ally for the Republic of Armenia in this pragmatic and controversial world. It must be cherished, educated, and formed as the outpost of the country’s political, social-economical and scientific-cultural life. This is a chief objective standing before the society and the governmental structures.

Along with solution of this problem on a governmental level, since we have the Pubic Council and a number of other civil society structures available, this objective can be owned by the entire nation. It is somewhat improper when the Methodist of the centralized library system of the Bratsk city (Russia) applies to us – the citizens of Armenia, with a request: “Due to statistical data, in our city there live more than 10 thousand Armenians… But, regrettably, there is no periodical, a regular publishing for the Armenians and about Armenians, nor in Armenian, neither in Russian. There is not a single book on the history of Armenian nation, dictionaries or historical-political books in Armenian or in Russian” (article “Not a Step Forward” of the “Golos Armenii” newspaper (27.08.03). So, this way we fight against assimilation in practice.

That is interesting whether any state body has information about the number of more or less large Armenian communities and their locations (at least throughout Russia).

Secondly, there is another objective, which is not less important than the first one: that is the issue of forming Armenian lobby overseas, in the broad sense of the word. During the Karabagh war and till now we lose on the social-political and public levels with regard to protection of our national interests and raising the image of Armenians in the foreign countries. If we accept for a second, that our opponent has such a big Diaspora with similar mental and educational potential as ours, than, believe me, our circumstances would be very bad. Yet we, especially the diplomatic corps, practically do not take enough care of our Diaspora. Our compatriots, regardless of their citizenship, do not feel their own public value for the Fatherland.

I have been to many countries, and as a rule, in conversations our compatriots expressed their offence regarding the indifference of our diplomatic structures towards Armenian communities. The cases are seldom, when the appropriate diplomats “come down” to the level of our compatriots. A number of times I have approached with this issue to our Ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Oskanyan (even had a meeting with him), but all in vain. 

Maybe we should obligate our diplomats to regularly make reports about their efforts in this sphere? Otherwise, to receive and see off the delegates of the national government has become the main sphere of their activities.

 Attitude that the majority of our governmental structures and the society in general has towards the Diaspora is based on the principles of parasitism. In reality, our society perceives the Diaspora as a «milking cow». But, in this pragmatic world, nothing can remain without a consequence: we transform to a country of dependants.

The rate of private transfers against the volume of our general state budget comes to prove the above statement. In general, the tragedy of our country is that the majority of our society uses a dependency worldview to conceal their idleness and inability to work effectively. As a result, negative things develop within the society (corruption and criminalization of the governmental and self-governmental bodies), which immediately have their impact on the moral-psychological state of the population.

This issue requires a systematic and complex solution both on governmental and public levels. 

Again, I apologize for taking your time, but I believe that the above-highlighted issues are extremely significant for our country. 

Yours Faithfully,

Levon Nersisyan

Director of the A.D.Sakharov 

Armenian Human Rights Centre 

P.S. Not to be merely speaking, here I suggest a number of directions, which could assist our compatriots in Diaspora in making stronger connections with the historical motherland. 

Several directions 

Regarding the actions to counteract assimilation 

of our compatriots living abroad 

1. Elaborate information register describing demographic, political, social-economical, educational and professional potentials of the Armenian community dwelling in the given place overseas. 

2. Support formation of initiative groups, NGOs and other civil society institutions in each Armenian community, which will assist in promoting Armenian history, ethnos and religion, national and educational-cultural values, informing about the governmental and public structures of the RA, its political, economical, social, scientific-cultural and sports achievements, propagating visions and goals of the Armenian Republic.

3. Create typical small libraries in places densely inhabited with our compatriots, which will give the members of the community the opportunity to read books and periodicals (in a language accessible for them), get familiar with those creating the national culture, literature, history, as well as the tourism routs and sightseeing places.

4. Create a data base about Armenian students studying at leading colleges and universities of the world. 

5. On the example of pan-Armenian games, regularly carry out Republican Olympiads on different school subjects providing participation of Armenian pupils living overseas. 

6. Regularly organize awards competitions via Internet among Armenian pupils in direction of mother tongue, religion and Armenian history, etc.

7. Organize tender-awards in spheres of solution of various social-economical, engineering and urgent public issues through the Internet. 

8. Organize Summer Schools on the basis of the National Academy of Sciences, Ministry of Education and Science with the purpose to discuss scientific-technical issues that appear to be of big importance for the Republic. In the mentioned discussions, there must be widely involved the supreme Armenian scientists living overseas, who have experience in training young human resources in the scientific-engineering, scientific-research, pedagogical and other specialists due to the modern world standards.

9. Regularly organize mastery trainings in the spheres of literature, Arts, TV, mass media, show-business, Sports, etc. involving Armenian high-level specialists living overseas. 

10. Obligate the deputy corps of the RA National Assembly, each time when they visit different countries, to organize meetings with local Diaspora representatives for advocacy of the internal and external policy of the Armenian Republic. 

11. Include organization of national holiday events and thematic parties in the territory of the Armenian Embassies in the list of obligations of the diplomatic corps for the Armenian community of the given country. 

12. Make the regular exhibition-sales of productions of the Armenian literature and applied Arts a part of the job of the RA Ministry of Culture (be that only in the largest Armenian Diasporas). This work must be carried out in the Embassies, under control of the relevant Embassy personnel adept in the sphere of culture and sports. 

13. Obligate the RA Ministry of Regional Governance to direct creation of family and youth tourism routes in marzes (as it is done in the Western Ukraine). 
14. Ask the Armenian Apostolic Church to strengthen and vitalize the connections with Dioceses existing in the Armenian communities abroad. 

15. Arrange regular conference-discussions with participation of heads of overseas Armenian communities in the Republic on governmental level. 

16. Suggest the Public Council adjacent to the RA President to involve the healthy civil society powers in the Republic in creating business connections with the similar institutions operating abroad. 
